CANTO V

PSALMS OF FIVE VEESES

XXXVIII
An Anonymous Sister.

SHE, too, having fared in the past as the foregoing Sisters,
\vas, in this Buddha-era, reborn in the town of Devadaha,
and became the nurse of Great Pajapati the Gotainid. Her
name was Vacldhesi, but the name of her family has not been
handed down. When her Distress renounced the world
irti e did the same. But for five-and- twenty years she was
harasseu by the lusts of the senses, winning no concentra-
tion of mind even for a moment, and bewailing her state
with outstretched arms, till at length she heard Dhamma-
dinna preaching the Norm, Then, with her mind diverted
from the senses, she fell to practising meditative exercises,
and in no long time acquired the Six Powers of Intuition.1
And, reflecting on her attainment, she exulted thus :

For five-and-twenty years since I came forth,
Not for one moment could my heart attain

Abhinfiam the previous Psalm is rendered * mystic
lore profound.1 The Six, otherwise defined as pannd (Dialogues of
the Buddha, i., p* 57) and as vijja (ibid., p. 124), are Iddhi, the
Purified Hearing, knowledge of the thoughts of others, memory of
former lives, the evolution of the lives of other beings, the extinction
of the Asavas (see Vibhanga, 334). The last was virtually identical
with Arahantship.
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